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17. DESCRIPTION 1 
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On t h e  no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  house j u s t  below the  b e l t  course is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  - 
s e r i e s  of i n sc r ibed  b r i c k s  which conta in  i n i t i a l s  i n  the-fol lowins o rde r :  1 L 

Pembroke Manor house is  b u i l t  a long the  l i n e s  of a  c l a s s i c  Vi rg in i a  
Georgian mansion. Its superb b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond both 
above and below a quarter-round water  t ab le .  An unmolded b e l t  course 
surrounds the  house between the  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  Regret tably,  the  
w a l l s  a r e  badly marred i n  s e c t i o n s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of l a t e r  openings. Curiousl!,, 
rubbed and guaged splayed arches  appear only over  t h e  openings on the  e n t r a r c e  
facade.  Most of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  window frames have surv ived ,  but  the  o r i g i n a l  
sash  has  been replaced  by one-over-one sash.  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  sophist icat t :d  
Georgian houses, the  second f l o o r  windows were s h o r t e r  than those  of  the  
f i r s t  f l o o r ,  but  un fo r tuna te ly  the  l e v e l  of the  second f l o o r  has  been 
lowered s o  a s  t o  make t h e  s i z e  of  a l l  the  windows the  same, caus ing  t h e  
l o s s  of  a  s u b t l y  c a l c u l a t e d  a e s t h e t i c  e f f e c t .  The f r o n t  doorway probably 
was unembellished except  f o r  rubbed b r i c k  d res s ings ,  but  the  door is now 
topped by a  wooden segmental pediment supported on p i l a s t e r s ,  a l l  of  which 
appear t o  be of twentieth-century o r i g i n .  The whole bu i ld ing  i s  covered 
by a  r e l a t i v e l y  shal low hipped roof from which p r o j e c t  two i n t e r i o r  
chimneys. The roof is surrounded a t  iia aase  by a  f i n e  modi l l ion  corn ice .  
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I n  p l an ,  Pembroke i s  s i m i l a r  t o  the  Wythe House, c o n s i s t i n g  of  two rooms 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  u p s t a i r s  and down. The i n t e r i o r  has  
been a l t e r e d  cons iderably ,  s o  t h a t  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  woodwork only s e v e r a l  
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doors and t h e i r  frames, panel led wainscot ing i n  some of  t h e  rooms, and 
poss ib ly  some f l o o r s ,  surv ive .  The su rv iv ing  woodwork i s  p l a i n  but  of 
f i n e  q u a l i t y .  
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. > Unfortunately,  Pembroke's ~ , e t t i n g  ha$,,been ruined by the  development of 
i t s l a n d s '  i n t d  a n  ~ r d i n a ; ~  houking p r o j e c t .  The house now s ~ a n d s  i n  the  
c e n t e r  of a  t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  s e t  amidst a  s e a . o f  c h a r a c t e r l e s s  swa l l ings .  , / ,  , i i . . 
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'Much if what came t o  be the  ~ e i b r o k e  Manor e s t a t e  was included i n  the  
o r i g i n a l  g r a n t ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Grand P a t e n t ,  acquired by Adam Thoroughgood i n  
1635. The land was d iv ided  by h i s  descendants who i n  tu rn  s o l d  s e c t i o n s  
of  i t  t o  l a t e r  s e t t l e r s .  It h a s m o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  when a  p a r t  of t h i s  
land was f i r s t  c a l l e d  Pembroke Manor, nor  why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  name was 
chosen. Pembroke Manor was occupied from the  seventeenth century ,  but  the  
p resen t  house is the  only e x i s t i n g  ear;y s t r u c t u r e  of the  o r i g i n a l  Pembroke 
Manor t r a c t .  I t  i s  assumed t h a t  the  p resen t  house was b u i l t  by Captain 
Jonathan Saunders, the  t h i r d  genera t ion  o f  t h e  Saunders family t g  l i v e  
a t  Pembroke. A  b r i c k  on the  no r th  s i d e  of the  house in sc r ibed  f S  almost 

1764 
c e r t a i n l y  r e f e r s  t o  Jonathan Saunders and h i s  wife  E l i zabe tk  (Thoroughgood), 
and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  of  the  house. The s u b j e c t s  of ti-,;. s i x  o t h e r  
i n i t i a l e d  b r i c k s  i n  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  s e r i e s  have n o t  been :, ~ t i v e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  bu t  they probably r e f e r  t o  o t h e r  members of  the  : . i t n i l  y .  

. . 

Obscured u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  by cur ious  two-story g a l l e r i e s  which surrounded 
t h e  house, Pembroke became one of  V i r g i n i a ' s  fo rgo t t en  Georgian mansions. 
As  a  r e s u l t ,  Pembroke has  never  achieved the  r ecogn i t ion  i t  deserves a s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  achievement of  c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  bu i ld ing .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  
t h e  house is  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  group of Vi rg in i a  mansions whose des igns  a r e  
o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Richard T a l i a f e r r o .  This  group inc ludes  Wilton, 
C a r t e r ' s  Grove, E l s ing  Green, Powhatan, and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Wythe House 
which Pembroke c l o s e l y  resembles.  
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A t  Captain Saunders '  desci, ii. 1765, h son John i n h e r i t e d  the  e s t a t e .  
A l o y a l i s t ,  John Paundeys was of f i c i a ~ i y  dec lared  a  " B r i s t i s h  Subject"  
by t h e  P r incess  m n e  County Committee of Sa fe ty  i n  1779 and h i s  lands 
dec lared  escheat .  He l a t e r  became a  c a p t a i n  of the  B r i t i s h  Army and was 
wounded a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of  Brandywine. Following t h e  war he s e t t l e d  i n  New 
Brunswick, Canada. I n  1781 Thomas Je f f e r son ,  a s  Governor of  V i rg in i a ,  
so ld  the  Saunders e s t a t e  t o  Henry Kellam of  Pr incess  Anne County. From 
1796 t o  the  p resen t  Pembroke Manor has been bought and s o l d  numerous times. 
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